MONTANA WOLF PROGRAM
WEEKLY REPORT

To: Interested Parties
From: FWP Wolf Program Coordinator, Carolyn Sim@g-461-0587)
Subject: Wolf Program Activities and Related Infation, April 17 — April 23, 2010

Contributors to the Montana Wolf Weekly are Mont&ish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP), Universities,
USDA Wildlife Services (WS), the National Park See/(NPS; Glacier NP; Yellowstone National
Park will be reported in the Wyoming Wolf Weekly)S Forest Service, Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes, and the Blackfeet Nation.

Highlighted activities relate to: monitoring, welflivestock interactions, outreach and education,
research, law enforcement, and other miscellantqiss of public interest. The Weekly Report will
be available on each Monday, covering the prewoeesk. It and other wolf program information
(including the 2008 annual report) can be foundhenFWP website.

NOTE: FWP has recently redesigned and reorganigétiebsite. The Wolf Program Home Page can
be found ahttp://fwp.mt.gov/wolf If you get an error page, go to the FWP Homeeagl look for
Montana Wolves under Fish & Wildlife.

Wolf Monitoring Activities

The Montana Wolf Program 2009 Annual Report, FWKRcREacts about the report, and a media
release are available attp://fwp.mt.gov/wolf The full report can be found by scrolling dove t
Wolf Program Home page to Reports // look for 28@@wual Report or click on the photo link for
2009 Annual Report.

FWP documented the dispersal of a radio collaredt athle from the Paradise Valley (8-Mile area) to
the White Sulphur Springs area. The wolf was caughmid-December 2009 originally. The wolf
was killed 4/18 near Lennep (see Law Enforcemettt@ebelow). It is not known whether the wolf
has travelling alone or was affiliated with otheslves.

Flights. Laudon flew in northwest Montana 4/20-4/22.

Wolf - Livestock Activities

On 4/20 WS killed an uncollared black and an uracell gray wolf in the Superior pack and on 4/21
killed the collared alpha male, effectively remayihe pack. FWP authorized the pack to be removed
after they killed 4 miniature horses on March 198ix wolves total were removed from this pack.

On 4/21, WS killed a collared female wolf from tHerse Prairie pack that was seen chasing cattle on
private land. The pack had previously been sladedemoval and control work is now completed.

On 4/21, WS removed a gray unknown sex and agefranif the Camas Prairie pack, and on 4/22
removed the remaining collared male from this paCkntrol is complete.

On 4/22, WS removed NW221F, the only remainingaaxdillar left in the Fishtrap pack. Follow up
ground work on 2/26 did not reveal any more waiihsin the area. Control is now completed.



WS confirmed a calf as being killed by wolves oivaie land in the Cedar Creek pack territory
(Madison Valley southeast of Ennis). WS had presip darted and collared 2 wolves from this area
in March from a group of ~12. Area landowners hlagen seeing 10 -12 wolves consistently in the
immediate area. WS was asked to remove 5 wolees finis large pack as livestock losses occur in
this area historically. A permit was issued toliiestock owner. Three wolves have been removed
by WS so far.

On 4/23, WS confirmed a calf was killed by wolvespivate land southwest of Darby. The calf was
killed by members of the Trapper Peak pack andraswdt FWP authorized the removal of the
remaining members of the pack. A yearling femadenfithis pack was shot and killed by a rancher in
this same area about a week and a half ago whesitaught chasing horses. The pack has a small
home range and has been spending increasing tippevate land in and around people and livestock.
There have been numerous and increasing reponsleés chasing/harassing livestock. The alpha
male of this pack was killed last year when he vagyht attacking a dog and at least 2 other dogs
have been reported killed in the area. The pdtidka calf last year on the same ranch where the
current depredation occurred and one wolf was rexti@t that time.

Neither FWP nor WS have received any new wolf respisom Carter County in southeast Montana
after a wolf wearing an orange collar was harassgaf cattle on private land southeast of Broadus.
No livestock were injured or killed at that timedamone have been reported since. Local FWP staff
are searching for missing radio-collared wolvethmarea.

Outreach and Education
On 4/23, Sime gave a presentation at the Univeo$ilontana Law School. About 80 people
attended.

Research Activities
Nothing to report.

Law Enforcement and Related Activities

On 4/18, a wolf was shot on private land by a gewatizen in the Madison Valley under the state
defense of property statute. The incident wassngated by FWP and a warning was issued to the
individual and FWP did a follow up visit.

On 4/18, a wolf was shot by a private citizen dearnep on 4/18 under the state defense of property
statute. It is under investigation by FWP.

Other Updates

Northern Rockies Delisting Litigation in Missoula Federal Court

On 4/23, Judge Molloy announced a hearing daterrarguments in the legal challenge of the
USFWS decision to delist the wolf throughout thetinern Rockies DPS except Wyoming. The
hearing will be June 15 at 9:00am in the Russeitts@ourthouse in Missoula.

Background: Montana’s interests in support of delisting hbeen represented and brought forward
through efforts by FWP in consultation with the Mama Attorney General's Office. FWP filed its last
written brief on 1/28. FWP argued that: 1. foraaiety of reasons, it is lawful for USFWS to edistb
different levels of protection for a species, suzéps or Distinct Population Segment under the
Endangered Species Act; 2. the facts show that &dhard existing regulatory mechanisms will keep
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wolf populations well above the federal recovetyecia and encourage connectivity; 3. sufficient
genetic exchange has taken place and will contiané;4. Montana’s hunting season is not a basis fo
relisting the gray wolf.

Montana Livestock Loss Reduction & Mitigation Board:
The Livestock Loss Reduction & Mitigation Board noet April 9". The meeting was also broadcast
on local access TV and streamed over the Internet.

Funding Update and two opportunities individuaétock owners can pursue

1. The MLLRM program Board will be submitting papenkdo receive a $140,000 grant from
the USFWS. The USFWS is administering the grapbdpinity under a new demonstration
program designed to help livestock producers ua#lerproactive, non-lethal activities to
reduce the risk of livestock loss from predationimlves, or to compensate livestock
producers for livestock losses caused by wolvdse Wolf Compensation and Prevention
Program legislation was initially sponsored by Mot Senator Tester. The program provides
funding to states and tribes, with federal costsmat to exceed 50 percent. Montana will be
able to achieve the necessary match requiremere. MLLRMB will determine how those
funds are spent.

2. Leonard McArthur from the state FSA office spokewtia USDA program for livestock
compensation due to wolf caused losses. The progr&MAP-20 and it has a very short sign
up period. If you had wolf caused losses relategbtar livestock operation during either 2008
or 2009, please contact your local FSA office imrataly. Certain restrictions apply to the
LDAP-20 program. The sign up window is very shamtl likely only through the end of April.
Contact your county FSA office as soon as posstlearn more.

3. Separately, USFWS announced the 2008 Farm Bill egrel@d Species Tax Deduction
opportunity. A provision in the 2008 Farm Bill@als taxpayers, who are engaged in the
business of farming, to receive a tax deductiorefgrenditures paid or incurred for
implementing actions benefitting the recovery afdrally threatened or endangered (listed)
species. To be eligible for the deduction, the exjteres must be for site-specific management
actions recommended in approved recovery planksted species. The deduction for
endangered species recovery expenses cannot behanr5 percent of a farmer’s gross
income from farming. The Internal Revenue Serpigblishes a Tax Guide for Farmers
(http://www.irs.gov/publirs-pdf/p225.pdfthat includes information about the requireméots
the endangered species deduction in Chapter 5 @ualeservation Expenses. The Fish and
Wildlife Service can provide information on the ogery plans for listed species including
recommended recovery management actions contairtedse plans.

The full agenda for this meeting is available & Board’'s websitesww.llrmb.mt.gov Look under
Board and Meetings on the left navigation bar. &agenda and minutes from previous meetings are

To learn more about Montana's wolf population,Mwntana program and to help FWP monitor
wolves by reporting wolf sign, visit FWP online.s&Jthe following shortcut link and be sure to updat
your bookmarks:http://fwp.mt.gov/wolf

To anonymously report a dead or injured wolf op&ased illegal activity, call: 1-800-TIP-MONT.

To request an investigation of injured or deaddivek, call USDA Wildlife Services directly in
western Montana / Helena area at 458-0106 or iteeablontana at the statewide office: 657-6464.
Or, call your nearest FWP representative to hawe gall referred to Wildlife Services.



If you have a confirmed or probable livestock dda#is due to wolves, USDA Wildlife Services will
supply you with a copy of the Loss Reimbursemerpl&sation form. For more information, see
http://liv.mt.gov/liv/ILM/index.asp Or, contact the Livestock Loss Reduction andddtion Program
Coordinator George Edwards at the Montana Depattofdrivestock at 444-5609.
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